THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
'the Empire5 makes us, even though against our will,
the defenders of democracy, of the right of such
democratic communities to organise co-operatively
their defence.
If the power of the Empire then has ultimate
human utility it is for this reason: In its modern
form it embodies the right of popular governments
scattered throughout the world to combine in defence
against governments that repudiate not merely demo-
cracy but liberalism, freedom of discussion, the right
to know even the grounds upon which some alien
government may ask them to die, or to slaughter.
Clearly it would be out of the question for a com-
munity like New Zealand, busily engaged in all
kinds of social and economic experimentation to
defend itself single-handed against say Japan; or for
the South African Union to defend itself against, say,
Italy who might see in the Union an infinitely more
desirable area of expansion and empire than Abys-
sinia is ever likely to be* If Germany had believed
that Britain would adopt the same attitude in respect
of the defence of the South African Union that she
did in respect of the defence of Abyssinia, would the
outcome of the dispute about Nazi activities in the
ex-German Colonies have been quite what it was?
At present the rights and territorial integrity of the
new nations of the Commonwealth are respected
because their defence is organised on a collective basis;
because the Empire represents, as already noted, a
nascent international society. Despite the continual